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What is a 
Tentative 

Ruling? 

If you Appear in Court 
Before court: 

Plan your route to the courthouse. 

Include time for parking, or for a delay in 

public transportation.  

Organize your case. Make a list of points 

you want to make, and note how your 

evidence supports those points. 

If you need an interpreter, contact the 

Interpreters’ Office as soon as possible at 

Interpreters@saccourt.ca.gov or (916) 

874-8455. 

Day of hearing: 

Arrive early for your hearing. The 

courtroom may not open right at the 

scheduled hearing time. Be patient.  

Check in with the Court Attendant or 

Courtroom Clerk. Stay in the audience 

area until the Judge calls your case.  

Do not interrupt the Judge or the other 

attorney/party. You will get a chance to 

speak. You can take notes if you are 

worried that you will forget your thought. 

If you need to leave the courtroom, 

politely get the attention of the Court 

Attendant or Bailiff. Let them know you 

are stepping out so the Court does not 

mistake your absence as a failure to 

appear. 

Courtrooms can be cold, year-round. You 

may want to bring a sweater, even in 

summer. 
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Phone: 916-874-1421 

Web: saccourt.ca.gov/civil/self-help-services.aspx 

Hall of Justice 

813 6th Street 

Room 117, First Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Civil Self-Help Services 

Please- no food, drinks, or 
cellphone use. 



When a motion is filed in 

Department 53 or Department 54, 

the Court will issue a “Tentative 

Ruling.” 

The Tentative Ruling states how 

the Judge intends to rule on the 

motion.  The ruling is based on the 

papers filed by the parties and the 

applicable laws.  

The Court issues the Tentative 

Ruling after 2:00 pm, one court/

business day before the hearing on 

the motion.  If the hearing is on a 

Monday, the Court will post it on 

Friday. Keep holidays in mind as 

well. 

A party can contest the tentative 

ruling if: 

 Oral argument may change the 

court's decision; 

 The record needs to be 

clarified; or 

 The grounds for the court's 

decision are unclear from its 

tentative ruling. 

What is a Tentative 
Ruling? 

How to Access the 
Tentative Ruling 

Look up the tentative ruling by:  

1. Visiting:   

https://services.saccourt.ca.gov/

PublicCaseAccess/civil 

 Click on “Tentative Rulings by 

Department” 

 Select the Department listed on the 

motion paperwork. 

 Select the date of your hearing listed 

on the motion paperwork. 

 Open the document, 

and scroll down to 

find the name of your 

case. 

This QR code will take you directly to 

the tentative ruling page 

2. Accessing the tentative rulings at the 

public kiosks located, in Self-Help Services, 

Room 101 of the Gordon D. Schaber 

Courthouse or Room 212 of the Hall of 

Justice Building.  

 

3. Calling the department where the motion 

will be heard and the clerk will read the 

tentative ruling to you. 

Department 53: 916-874-7858 

Department 54: 916-874-7848 

What to do next. 
 

IF YOU AGREE WITH THE 

TENTATIVE RULING… 

You do not need to do anything. If the 
other party disagrees, they must contact 
you and the court by 4:00 pm the same 
day. If the other party does not contact 
you by 4:00 pm, the Tentative Ruling 
will become the order of the Court at the 
hearing.  

IF YOU DISAGREE WITH THE 

TENTATIVE RULING… 

Call the department where the motion 
will be heard to let them know you want 
to appear. They will ask for the item 
number, case number, your name, and 
other basic questions. Notify the other 
party before 4:00 pm by phone or in 
person. 

IF THE OTHER PARTY DISAGREES 

WITH THE TENTATIVE RULING… 

The other party may call to inform you 
oral argument has been requested.  You 
may attend the hearing to discuss the 
matter with the Judge.   

IF THE TENTATIVE RULING SAYS, 

“APPEARANCE REQUIRED”…  

Attend the hearing. You may appear by 
phone via CourtCall unless otherwise 
noted. A fee 
waiver does not 
cover the cost of  
CourtCall.  

1-888-882-6878  


